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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1, The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-4, 7, 8, 11-13, 15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Burkhardt et al., DE 199 11 008 Al (Burkhardt) in view of Svast, US 
5,199,009 (Svast). References to Burkhardt are based on the description of Burkhardt contained 
in the instant specification. 

a. Regarding claim 1 : 

Burkhardt teaches an electronic timepiece wherein it includes: a time base for delivering 
a first time-related piece of information; first indicator means (107, 108, 109, Fig. 1) for said 
first time-related piece of information; non time-related indications/symbols (dates on dial 104, 
Fig. 1) of the same nature relating to a plurality of scheduled events, connected to each other; 
second indicator means (110, Fig. 1) capable of designating non time-related indications/symbols 
relating to one or more events occurring fi"om among said plurality of scheduled events, a control 
circuit including storage means in which data is stored relating to the scheduling of said plurality 
of events and comparison means for comparing said stored data with a time-related piece of 



Application/Control Number: 10/626,665 
Art Unit: 2854 



Page 3 



information, said control circuit activating said second indicator means in response to a control 
signal from said comparison means (p. 1, 11, 27-33). 

Burkhardt does not teach second indicator means capable of simultaneously designating 
several non time-related indications/symbols, A person having ordinary skill in the art would 
recognize that Burkhardt has some shortcomings: the ability to only designate one non time- 
related symbol, and limited applicability based on the fact that the data printed on the watch face 
is only applicable to the specific schedule of events printed. 

Svast teaches a reminder clock that uses LED or LCD (col. 5, 1. 32) indicators (see 
generally Fig. 2) to indicate reminders of times of specific events (col. 1, 1. 65 through col. 2, 1. 
42). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Burkhardt to replace the indicator 110 with a series of LED or 
LCD indicators such as in Svast, because a person having ordinary skill in the art would 
recognize that using LED or LCD indicators would allow greater flexibility when indicating 
scheduled events, and would eliminate the shortcoming of Burkhardt that only allows one 
scheduled event to be indicated. 

b. Regarding claim 2, the combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above. Svast also teaches wherein said indicator means are 
formed by a plurality of fixed indicators each corresponding to one of said non time-related 
indications/symbols (see generally Fig. 2). 
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c. Regarding claim 3, the combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 2 above. Svast also teaches wherein said non time-related 
indications/symbols are arranged at the periphery of the dial and in that said fixed indicators are 
light emitting diodes (col. 4, 11. 3-4) arranged in a ring facing said indications/symbols (see 
generally Fig. 2). 

d. Regarding claim 4, the combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 2 above, Svast also teaches wherein said non time-related 
indications/symbols are arranged at the periphery of the dial and in that said fixed indications are 
formed by a liquid crystal cell (col. 4, U. 3-4) including a plurality of segments arranged in a ring 
above said indications/symbols (see generally Fig. 2). 

e. Regarding claim 7, the combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above. Svast also teaches wherein said time base delivers a 
second universal time-related piece of information, and in that said plurality of events is 
scheduled as a fianction of this second time-related piece of information (microprocessor 
controller 12 is capable of delivering more than one time-related piece of information). 

f Regarding claim 8 the combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 7 above. Svast also teaches warning means to alert a user that 
one or several events fi"om among said plurality of scheduled events are starting ("visual and/or 
audio reminder alarms," col. 2, 11. 1-2). 

g. Regarding claim 1 1 the combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above. Burkhardt also teaches control members for 



Application/Control Number: 10/626,665 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2854 

activating said second indicator means corresponding to one or more events in progress from 
among said plurality of scheduled events (control members are inherent in Burkhardt, because 
indicator 1 10 is obviously controlled to indicate the desired scheduled event). 

h. Regarding claim 12 the combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 1 above, Burkhardt also teaches a continuous operating mode 
during which said second indicator means corresponding to one or more events in progress from 
among said pluraUty of events are activated and deactivated automatically, respectively at the 
beginning or at the end of each event (control member in Burkhardt, automatically activates 
indicator 1 10 at the beginning of each event). 

i. Regarding claim 13 the combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 1 above. Svast also teaches countdown means for indicating 
the time remaining until an event (countdown indicator 1 17, Fig. 5). 

j. Regarding claim 15 the combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 7 above. Burkhardt also teaches control members for 
activating said second indicator means corresponding to one or more events in progress from 
among said plurality of scheduled events (control members are inherent in Burkhardt, because 
indicator 1 10 is obviously controlled to indicate the desired scheduled event), 
k. Regarding claim 16 the combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 7 above. Svast also teaches countdown means for indicating 
the time remaining until an event (countdown indicator 1 17, Fig. 5). 
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3. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Burkhardt in view 
of Svast as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Dinger, US 6,272,076 (Dinger). 

The combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 2 above, including in that said fixed indicators are light emitting diodes 
arranged in a ring facing said indications/symbols. 

The combination of Burkhardt and Svast does not teach wherein said non time-related 
indications/symbols are arranged on a removable bezel. A person having ordinary skill in the art 
would recognize that Burkhardt has some shortcomings: the ability to only designate one non 
time-related symbol, and limited applicability based on the fact that the data printed on the watch 
face is only applicable to the specific schedule of events printed. 

Dinger teaches a watch (Fig. 2) with a removable bezel, wherein the bezel has various 
characters printed or engraved upon it ("replace bezel 23," col. 7, 1. 45), 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify Burkhardt to include a removable bezel, because a person 
having ordinary skill in the art would recognize that a removable bezel would eliminate one of 
the shortcomings of Burkhardt, and allow the user to use the watch for new scheduled events. 

4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over Burkhardt in view 
of Svast as appUed to claim 1 above, and further in view of Matsumoto, US 5,892,455 
(Matsumoto). 

The combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 1 above, including wherein said non time-related indications/symbols are 
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arranged at the periphery of the dial and in that said second indicator means are formed by a 
liquid crystal cell. 

The combination of Burkhardt and Svast does not teach a liquid crystal cell arranged 
above the dial, capable of masking or leaving visible each of said indications/symbols. 

Matsumoto teaches a watch with a Uquid crystal display (8, Fig. 6(a)) over indicators and 
symbols, wherein the LCD display can be controlled to mask the indicators below (compare Fig. 
6(a) with Fig. 7(a)). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify Burkhardt to include a liquid crystal cell arranged above 
the dial, capable of masking or leaving visible each of said indications/symbols, because a person 
having ordinary skill in the art would recognize that such an LCD would be an effective way to 
indicate to a user that the time for a scheduled event has passed, and the event is in the past. 
5. Claims 9, 10 and 14 are is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burkhardt in view of Svast as applied to claims 1 and 7 above, and further in view of 
Narayanaswami, US 6,556,222 (Narayanaswami). 
a. Regarding claims 9 and 14: 

The combination of Burkhardt and Svast teaches all that is claimed as discussed in the 
rejection of claims 1 and 7 above, excluding means for receiving external signals for loading said 
data relating to the scheduling of said plurality of events. A person having ordinary skill in the 
art would recognize that Burkhardt has some shortcomings, such as indication only of scheduled 
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events that are pre-programmed into the watch due to a lack of ability to update the watch with a 
new schedule. 

Narayanaswami teaches a smart watch capable of wirelessly accessing information (col. 
2, 11. 53-57), including updating calendar events (col. 7, 1. 9). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify Burkhardt to include means for receiving external signals 
for loading said data relating to the scheduling of said plurality of events, because a person 
having ordinary skill in the art would recognize that this capability would extend the utility of the 
device by allowing it to receive information about scheduled events that were not previously 
programmed into the watch. 

b. Regarding claim 10, the combination of Burkhardt, Svast and Narayanaswami teaches all 
that is claimed as discussed in the rejection of claim 9 above. Narayanaswami also teaches 
wherein said reception means are means for receivmg modulated acoustic signals ("enable 
acoustic coupling," col. 4, 11. 58-59). 

Conclusion 

6, The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Pennington, US 6,414,907, teaches an athletic event schedule watch that includes 
much of the functionality of the instant application, but in a purely digital watch form, and 
excluding a receiver to update schedule information. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leo T. Hinze whose telephone number is (571) 272-2167, The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Leo T. Hinze 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2854 
27 May 2005 
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